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FIELD KEY TO THE PLANT COMMUNITIES OF JEWEL CAVE  NATIONAL 
MONUMENT 
 
1. > 10% vegetated 
 

2. trees present, > 10% cover 
 

3. broadleaf trees cover > 10% (canopy and/or subcanopy)  
 
4. Acer negundo with cover > 30% 

 
Acer negundo / Prunus virginiana Forest 
 
4. Populus tremuloides and Prunus virginiana present 

 
Populus tremuloides  / Prunus virginiana Forest   

 
3. broadleaf trees absent or < 10% cover in canopy/subcanopy 

 
4. Physocarpus monogynous cover > 5%; Amelanchier alnifolia usually present  

 
Pinus ponderosa / Physocarpus monogynous Forest  
 
4.  not as above   
 

5. Schizachyrium scoparium cover > 10%; Bouteloua 
 curtipendula and Koeleria macrocarpa usually present; pine 
  cover can be less than 25%, but greater than 10% 
 
Pinus ponderosa / Schizachyrium scoparium Wooded Herbaceous Vegetation 

 
5. not as above 

 
6. shrub/herbaceous cover < 50%; Juniperus communis present   

 
Pinus ponderosa / Juniperus communis Woodland 

 
6. not as above 

 
7. Arctostaphylos uva-ursi cover > 4% 
 
Pinus ponderosa / Arctostaphylos uva-ursi Woodland 
 
7.  not as above 

 
8. Carex inops ssp. heliophila cover 
 >5% or C. inops ssp. heliophila  
 dominate in the understory  
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Pinus ponderosa / Carex inops ssp. heliophila 
Woodland 

 
8. not as above; Symphoricarpos albus 
 present 

 
Pinus ponderosa / Symphoricarpos albus Forest 

 
2. trees absent, or cover < 10% 

 
9. Symphoricarpos occidentalis cover > 25% 

 
Symphoricarpos occidentalis Shrubland 

 
9. shrubs occasional or absent  

 
10. Schizachyrium scoparium cover > 10%; Bouteloua curtipendula and  
 Koeleria macrocarpa usually present 

 
Schizachyrium scoparium - Bouteloua (curtipendula, gracilis) - Carex filifolia 
Herbaceous Vegetation 

 
10. not as above 

 
11. Poa pratensis cover > 25% 

 
Poa pratensis Disturbed Community 

 
11. not as above 

 
12. upland; graminoids dominant  

 
Pascopyrum smithii - Bouteloua gracilis - Carex filifolia  Herbaceous 
Vegetation 

 
12. wetland 

 
Carex spp. Dominated Wetland Community 
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